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Karnataka State Pollution Control Board
“ZoRs PR, 1 00w 53¢ BAND, Fo. 49, e 308, Woneedd - 560 001, FTFLE, 1T
“Parisara Bhavana”, 1st to 5th Floor, # 49, Church Street, Bengaluru - 560 001, Karnataka, INDIA

No. PCB/WMC/SWM(KRM)/1/2022/ Lo)0 Date: ) § FEB CZQTZ |

To .
The Panchayath Development Officer | Sesinae ol
Village Panchayath

Gokarna

Uttara Kannada

o Sir,

— ]

Sub.: Noncompliance with provisions of Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016
Ref.: 1. Letter to Village Panchayat, Gokarna from Regional Office, Karwar Date:
17.01.2020 '

2. Inspection of \{iIlagé Panchayat, Gokarna on 23.01.2020

3. Notice issued to Village Panchayat, Gokarna by Regional Office, Karwar on
31.01.2020

4. Notice issued to Village Panchayat, Gokarna by Regional Office, Karwar on
15.12.2021

5. Inspection of Village Panchayat, Gokarna on 21.12.2021

6. Comptiant form KXushi Paraisa Dt.: 20.12.2019

7.4 Article titled Gokarna Disaster, on
| http://www.khushiparisara.in/2019/03/06/gokarna/ accessed on 21.1.2022

8. Article titled Foreigners get their hands dirty to clean Gokarna beach Jan 30,
2016 https:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hubballi/foreigners-get-their-hands-
«. dirty-to-clean-gokarna-beach/articleshow/50784334.cms accessed on 21.1.2022

ok ok

Whereas, as per section 15 of Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2016 duties and
responsibilities of local authorities and village Panchayats of census towns and urban
agglomerations are given below:

The local authorities and Panchayats shall,-

(a) prepare a solid waste management plan as per state policy and strategy on solid waste
management within six months from the date of notification of state policy and strategy
and submit a copy to respective departments of State Government or Union territory
Administration or agency authorised by the State Government or Union territory
Administration;




(b) arrange for door to door collection of segregated solid waste from all households
including slums and informal settlements, commercial, institutional and other non
residential premises. From multi-storage buildings, large commercial complexes, malls,
housing complexes, etc., this may be collected from the entry gate or any other
designated location;

(c) establish a system to recognise organisations of waste pickers or informal waste
collectors and promote and establish a system for integration of these authorised waste-
pickers and waste collectors to facilitate their participation in solid waste management
including door to door collection of waste;

(d) facilitate formation of Self Help Groups, provide identity cards and thereafter
encourage integration in solid waste management including door to door collection of
waste;

(e) frame bye-laws incorporating the provisions of these rules within one year from the
date of notification of these rules and ensure timely implementation;

(f) prescribe from time to time user fee as deemed appropriate and collect the fee from
the waste generators on its own or through authorised agency;

(g) direct waste generators not to litter i.e throw or dispose of any waste such as paper,
water bottles, liquor bottles, soft drink canes, tetra packs, fruit peel, wrappers, ctc., or
burn or burry waste on streets, open public spaces, drains, waste bodies and to segregate
the waste at source as prescribed under these rules and hand over the segregated waste to
authorised the waste pickers or waste collectors authorised by the local body;

(h) setup material recovery facilities or secondary storage facilities with sufficient space
for sorting of recyclable materials to enable informal or authorised waste pickers and
waste collectors to separate recyclables from the waste and provide easy access to waste
pickers and recyclers for collection of segregated recyclable waste such as paper, plastic,
metal, glass, textile from the source of generation or from material recovery facilities;
Bins for storage of bio-degradable wastes shall be painted green, those for storage of
recyclable wastes shall be printed white and those for storage of other wastes shall be
printed black;

(i) establish waste deposition centres for domestic hazardous waste and give direction for
waste generators to deposit domestic hazardous wastes at this centre for its safe disposal.
Such facility shall be established in a city or town in a manner that one centre is set up for
the area of twenty square kilometers or part thereof and notify the timings of receiving
domestic hazardous waste at such centres;

(j) ensure safe storage and transportation of the domestic hazardous waste to the
hazardous waste disposal facility or as may be directed by the State Pollution Control
Board or the Pollution Control Committee;

(k) direct street sweepers not to burn tree leaves collected from street sweeping and store
them separately and handover to the waste collectors or agency authorised by local body;

(1) provide training on solid waste management to waste-pickers and waste collectors;

(m) collect waste from vegetable, fruit, flower, meat, poultry and fish market on day to
day basis and promote setting up of decentralised compost plant or bio-methanation plant
at suitable locations in the markets or in the vicinity of markets ensuring hygienic
conditions;




((

((

(n) collect separately waste from sweeping of streets, lanes and by-lanes daily, or on
alternate days or twice a week depending on the density of population, commercial
activity and local situation;
(0) set up covered secondary storage facility' for temporary storage of street sweepings
and silt removed from surface drains in cases where direct collection of such waste into
transport vehicles is not convenient. Waste so collected shall be collected and disposed of
at regular intervals as decided by the local body;
(p) collect horticulture, parks and garden waste separately and process in the parks and
gardens, as far as possible;
(q) transport segregated bio-degradable waste to the processing facilities like compost
plant, bio-methanation plant or any such facility. Preference shall be given for on site
processing of such waste;
(r) transport non-bio-degradable waste to the respective processing facility or material
recovery facilities or secondary storage facility;
(s) transport construction and demolition waste as per the provisions of the Construction
and Demolition Waste management Rules, 2016; :
(t) involve communities in waste management and promotion of home composting, bio-
gas generation, decentralised processing of waste at community level subject to control of
odour and maintenance of hygienic conditions around the facility;
(u) phase out the usé of chemical fertilizer in two years and use compost in all parks,
gardens maintained by the local body and wherever possible in other places under its
jurisdiction. Incentives may be provided to recycling initiatives by informal waste
recycling sector.
(v) facilitate construction, operation and maintenance of solid waste processing facilities
and associated infrastructure on their own or with private sector participation or through
any agency for optimum utilisation of various components of solid waste adopting
suitable technology including the following technologies and adhering to the guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Urban Development from time to time and standards prescribed
by the Central Pollution Control Board. Preference shall be given to decentralised
processing to minimize transportation cost and environmental impacts such as
a) bio-methanation, microbial composting, vermi-composting, anaerobic digestion
or any other appropriate processing for bio-stabilisation of biodegradable wastes;
b) waste to energy processes including refused derived fuel for combustible
fraction of waste or supply as feedstock to solid waste based power plants or
cement kilns;
(w) undertake on their own or through any other agency construction, operation and
maintenance of sanitary landfill and associated infrastructure as per Schedule 1 for
disposal of residual wastes in a manner prescribed under these rules;
(x) make adequate provision of funds for capital investments as well as operation and
maintenance of solid waste management services in the annual budget ensuring that funds
for discretionary functions of the local body have been allocated only after meeting the
requirement of necessary funds for solid waste management and other obligatory
functions of the local body as per these rules;
(y) make an application in Form-I for grant of authorisation for setting up waste
processing, treatment or disposal facility, if the volume of waste is exceeding five metric



tones per day including sanitary landfills from the State Pollution Control Board or the
Pollution Control Committee, as the case may be;
() submit application for renewal of authorisation at least sixty days before the expiry of
the validity of authorisation;
(za) prepare and submit annual report in Form IV on or before the 30th April of the
succeeding year to the Commissioner or Director, Municipal Administration or
designated Officer;
(zb) the annual report shall then be sent to the Secretary -in-Charge of the State Urban
Development Department or village panchayat or rural development department and to
the respective State Pollution Control Board or Pollution Control Committee by the 31st
May of every year;
(zc) educate workers including contract workers and supervisors for door to door
collection of segregated waste and transporting the unmixed waste during primary and
secondary transportation to processing or disposal facility;
(zd) ensure that the operator of a facility provides personal protection equipment
including uniform, fluorescent jacket, hand gloves, raincoats, appropriate foot wear and
masks to all workers handling solid waste and the same are used by the workforce;
(ze) ensure that provisions for setting up of centers for collection, segregation and storage
of segregated wastes, are incorporated in building plan while granting approval of
building plan of a group housing society or market complex; and
(zt) frame bye-laws and prescribe criteria for levying of spot fine for persons who litters
or fails to comply with the provisions of these rules and delegate powers to officers or
local bodies to levy spot fines as per the bye laws framed; and
(zg) create public awareness through information, education and communication
campaign and educate the waste generators on the following; namely:-
(1) not to litter;
(i1) minimise generation of waste;
(iii) reuse the waste to the extent possible;
(iv) practice segregation of waste into bio—degradable, non-biodegradable
(recyclable and combustible),
sanitary waste and domestic hazardous wastes at source;
(v) practice home composting, vermi-composting, bio-gas generation or
community level composting;
(vi) wrap securely used sanitary waste as and when generated in the pouches
provided by the brand owners or a suitable wrapping as prescribed by the local
body and place the same in the bin meant for nonbiodegradable waste;
(vii) storage of segregated waste at source in different bins;
(viii) handover segregated waste to waste pickers, waste collectors, recyclers or
waste collection agencies; and
(ix) pay monthly user fee or charges to waste collectors or local bodies or any
other person authorised by the local body for sustainability of solid waste
management.
(zh) stop land filling or dumping of mixed waste soon after the timeline as specified in
rule 23 for setting up and operationalisation of sanitary landfill is over;
(zi) allow only the non-usable, non-recyclable, non-biodegradable, non-combustible and
non-reactive inert waste and pre-processing rejects and residues from waste processing
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facilities to go to sanitary landfill and the sanitary landfill sites shall meet the
specifications as given in Schedule-I, however, every effort shall be made to recycle or
reuse the rejects to achieve the desired objective of zero waste going to landfill;

(z)) investigate and analyse all old open dump‘sites and existing operational dumpsites for
their potential of biomining and bio-remediation and wheresoever feasible, take
necessary actions to bio-mine or bio-remediate the sites;

(zk) in absence of the potential of bio-mining and bio-remediation of dumpsite, it shall be
scientifically capped as per landfill capping norms to prevent further damage to the
environment.

Whereas, it is evident from communications, articles and inspection reports under ref.(1) to (8)
it is evident that Village Panchayat, Gokarna is not serious to comply with SWM Rules, 2016.

Wherefore, please show cause why criminal case should not be filed against officials of
Village Panchayat, Gokarna under the provisions of Environment Protection Act, 1986.

You are also informed to attend personal hearing on 21.02.2022 at 3.:°30 PM in person at
Meeting hall, 3" Floor, Parisara Bhavana, Church Street, Karnataka or virtually at Regional
Office, Karnataka State Pollution Control Board, '"Parisara Bhavan", New KHB
Colony, Habbuwada, Karwar-581301. ’

x Yours faithfully
Lir ) Agpremod Sd/-

Copy submitted to ; Additional Chief Secretary, Rural Development and Panchayat Raj
Department, 3rd Gaté, 3rd Floor, MS Building, Bangalore-560001 for kind information and
direct concerned officer to take action.

Copy to: (1) Deputy Commissioner, Uttara Kananda, Rabindranath Tagore Beach Entrance of,
Kodibag, Karwar, Karnataka 581301 for information and to deliberate the subject in next District
Level Task Force on Solid Waste management

(2) Regional Officer, KSPCB, Karawar for information and to deliberate the subject in next
District Level Task Force on Solid Waste management
(3) Khusi Parisara, Khushiparisara@gmail.com

& _—pufr—
SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER

v


Masaelis
Highlight

Masaelis
Highlight

Masaelis
Highlight

Masaelis
Highlight


Tcleles deo, macnd Reglonal office, Karwar
sond dad, dgy d.os s, sadeen, Karnataka State Pollution Coontral Board _@.
Sapacs, sadied-se1 20, sugd s od *Parisara Bhavan", New K.H.B. Colony,Habbuwada, —_—
doei | Ty : 08082-227008 Karwar-581 301 Uttat Kannada District. —
aelees - >4 Phone/Fax : ﬂﬂm—ﬂ?ﬂﬁd : _‘-m.-
1 . . Email ; i
derdyer : hitp://kspeb.gov.in Website : http://kspcb.gov.in \
__-.—-—-—-—- — — — = tu“rd‘ a cleanor Hlmﬂhkﬂ
NO: KSPCB/EO/RO( KWRY2021-22/ 1305 DATILE: £
: = 5 MAR 2022
To. , '
The Panchayath Development Officer

Gram Panchayath
Gokarna, Kumta-Taluk
Uttar Kannada District. -

Sir,
Sub: Compliant regarding Environment Pollution in Gokarna-reg
ation Green Tribunal, SLC,

Ref: 1. Khushi parisara made compliant to Hon'ble N
Bengalufu dated: 20/1 2/2019.
9 Gram Panchavat Gokarna inspected by this office on 23/01/2020.

3. This Office notice to Gram Panchayath, Gokama dated 31/01/2020.
this ofTice to Hon"ble NGT, SLC- Bengaluru on 31/01/2020.

4. Report submitted by
hunal-SLC. Bengaduru, forwarded the compliant

5. Hon'ble Nation Green Tri
dated: 01/12/2021.
6. This office notice to Gram Panchayath, Gokarna on 15/12/2021.

7. This oflice inspected the Gokarna Gram Panchayat on 21/12/2021.
8. Report submitted by this office to Hon'ble NGT, SLC. Bengaluru and copy to

- Board Office on 24/12/2021.
9. Gram Panchayath, Gokarna reply lel

10. Compliant from Khushi Parisara regarding noise pollution‘ov
on |1/02/2022.

11. Personal Hearing held on 2 1/02/2022.
12. Gokarna Gram Panchayat area inspected by this oflice on 23/02/2022.

ter submitted to this ofhice on 18/01/2022.
er phone

R

Adverting to the above it is to be informed that, Kushi Parisara has made compliant to

Chairman. NGT Sate Level Commilttee, Bengaluru regarding improper management of solid waste
and sewage at Gokarna on 20/12/2019. Based on this compliant this office has inSpected the Gram
at Gokarna on 23/01/2020 vide ref (2) and notice ‘issued te you vide ref (3). The report
Bengaluru and copy to Board Office vide rel (4). Further, this
reearding earlier

Panchay
submitted to Hon’ble NGT, SLC,
office received letter from Hon'’ble NGT State level Committee Bengaluru
complaint from Khushi Parisara vide ref (5). Based on Hon'ble NGT direction this ofTice issued

one more notice to Gram Panchayat, Gokarn vide rel (6). Further, this oflice inspected the gram
panchayat, Goakrna limit on 21/12/2021 vide ref (7) and detailed report sent to Hon ble NGT State

Level Committee and copy to Board oflice vide rel. (3). In response to this office notice you have

“submitted reply vide ref (9).

On the basis of this office report, Board office has issued show cause notice to you vide letter no
6010 dated: 09/02/2022 ok —TT ‘ . :
‘ 02/2022 and directed to attend personal hearing on 21/02/2022 regarding not

complying with Solid Waste Managmnet Rulés, 2016.

o e oo, Zovd Tan 8" |
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Mecanwhile, this office received a compliant regarding noise pollution over phone by Khushi
Parisara. Gokarna on 11/02/2022 vide ref (10).

Based on Hon'ble Chairman direction {Juril_*xg personal hearing held on 21/02/2022 inspected the
M/s. Gram Panchayat, Gokarna arca on 23/02/2022 vide ref (12) and following non-compliances

were observed.

l.

12

Lad

There is a Sangam nala (Main drain) at centre of the Gokarna city limit, which flows from
east to west direction and finally leads to Arabian Sea at main beach. As informed about
224 numbers of household not having place for construction of soak pit for grey water,
ultimately the grey water from these houses reaches to Sangama nala.

During inspection it was observed that in the Sangama nala there was stagnation of water
and it turns greenish due to algal growth and this water may joins the Arabian Sea during
high tide period.

Apart from discharge of grey water into Sangama nala, littering of solid waste including

plastic bottles noticed on either side of the Sangama nala.
During inspection it was noticed that, in many areas of main beach there was a dumping of

solid waste.

You have not provided bins to collect the solid waste in the main beach area.

You have not put the Board to educate regarding management of solid waste in the main
beach area. .

You have not yet identified scientific land fill facility for inert wastes.

There was no underground drainage facility at Gokarna town.
This office has received a compliant from Khushi Parisara, regarding noise pollution

during night time in the Gokarna Gram Panchayat Limit due to music system and loud

speaker. ‘e

In view of the above, you are hereby called upon to “SHOW CAUSE” within 15 days of the
receipt of this notice as to why this office shall not recommend to the Board to initiate further
course of action as per the provisions of Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Environment Protection Act, 1986.

Yours faithfully

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER
) Wcspcn. RO, KARWAR

e

Copy to: Khushi Parisara, Gokarna, Kumta talk, Uttara Kannada District.

"
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No.KSPCB/SEO(MNG)2023-24/ 26 Date:12.04.2023

Inspection report of Smt Vijaya Hegde, SEO, Zonal office, Mangalore

Name of the
organization/institution * | Grama Panchayat, Gokarna, Uttara Kannada Dist: |
| Inspected
| Date of inspection t123.02.2023
Officers accompanied during | [ . Ganapathi Hegde, DEO and RO(I/C)
inspection

1.Sri Manjunath Kudad, Secretary, Grama

Panchayat, Gokarna

Representatives  of Grama | , |, Sri Manjunath Jannu, President, Grama

Panchayat who accompanied Panchayat, Gokarna

the inspection 3. Sri Ganapathi Gowda, Bill collector,
4. Sri Tofique, Poura Karmika

Complainant who

: : ) Mrs. Ana, President, Khushi Parisara,
accompanied the inspection

Preamble:

Gokarna Grama Panchayat which falls under the jurisdiction of Kumta Taluk in Uttara
Kannada district has a population of 13,539 and about 3052 families as per 2011 census.
It has an area up to 1700.14 hectares.

There was a complaint on open burning of municipal solid waste in the Jurisdiction of
Gokarna and burrying of MSW mainly in its beach area and in this regard, the
jurisdictional officer of Karwar has inspected the area on 17% and 18t January 2023.
Based on the observations noticed during inspection, the Regional Officer has issued
notice to the PDO of the Gokarna Grama Panchayat on 21.01.2023. And the detailed
inspection report along with the copy of the notice is forwarded to Head office on
25.01,2023. The action taken report to the Showcause notice is submitted by the Grama
Panchayat on 08.02.2023 to R.O Karwar.

Further, following observations have been made by the undersigned during inspection
of the area on 23.02.2023:
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1. As observed during inspection, Gokarn@ Panchay@bas not yet

identified its landfill site. It has established a solid waste management centre at
its own premises.One M/s Omkar Enterprises ircco-ordination with the Grama
Panchayat has established wet waste composting machine in the GP premises for
the management of wet municipal solid waste of around 600 Kg/day from
Gokarna town. Apart from this, the GP authorities also have established a small
sheltered place for segregation of waste. At the time of inspection, it was
observed that the compost machine was not under operation. On enquiry, it was
learnt that the compost unit is not in operation for the past three months as the
owner of M/s Omkar Enterprises has left the association of GP, Gokarna because
of some problems.

2. Similarly, it was informed that the waste collection contract was earlier given to
a Charitable Trust and since past three months, this contract also has been
terminated and the GP itself has now started the waste management. During
discussion with the Secretary, it was learnt that they are collecting wastes from
selected areas only. This has led to accumulation of municipal solid wastes
everywhere, on the streets, beach area, market places etc.,

3. For waste collection, they have two small tippers, they have about 10 people
appointed for waste collection which includes drivers also. Among these 10
people, 05 people (Poura Karmikas) are engaged in the segregation of collected
waste which is co-mingled. There is a weighbridge and a baling machine for
segregated plastic waste. During inspection, huge quantity of mixed waste was
dumped everywhere within the premises of Grama Panchayat, one couldn’t enter
the area of compost machine or baling machine area. The authorities have not
taken any action for sending the baled plastic waste to cement plants.

4. The Gokarna Grama Panchayat had entered in to an agreement with a Charitable
Trust for management (collection and segregation) of municipal solid waste on
01.09.2022 for a period of 07 years. But, the GP has terminated its contract to
Charitable Trust on 31.01.2023 itself on the grounds that it is not doing the work
properly.

5. At present, it appeared that the GP itself is trying to manage the solid waste, but,
not in the scientific way. As per the discussion with the secretary, they are
collecting only dry waste, wet waste is not collected. Around 800 Kg of dry
waste is collected, in that 200 Kg of waste comes in the form of mixed waste.
During inspection, it was observed that about 5-6 Tons of waste in different
forms (wet, dry and mixed waste) was found dumped within the premises in the
most unhygienic way. Heaps of plastic carry bag bundled with waste inside was
observed at the entrance. Few people were engaged in segregating the dry
wastes, but, not in the systematic way.
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12.

13.
14.

As per the discussion with the president of the GP, the process of identification
of a landfill site for Gokarna is going on. They have identified a Forest land
bearing sy no. 149/A/1A in their GP limits and sought the Dept. approval, it was
learnt that a preliminary approval from the Forest Dept. is obtained, but, the same
is yet to be notified. As of now, necessary payment from the GP is pending.
There is already a complaint from the villagers regarding establishment of
landfill site in this location also.

The above location was visited and it was observed that the GP has started
constructing some building/shed in that area. Some heaps of old solid wastes
dumps were seen spread across in the area, during construction work of sheds,
they have cleaned up that area and diverted the dumps to little farther side. It
appeared that the GP was already using this location for dumping the collected
solid wastes from the town and because of complaint, it has now stopped. GP
hasn’t obtained prior permission of this Board for the development of the solid
waste site.

The GP secretary has informed that during January and F ebruary 2023, tourists’
population has increased and this has resulted in the increased waste generation
in the main beach area. Added to this, during Shivarathri festival, the place
attracts huge crowds of both piligrims and tourists, months together shops are
placed in the main beach area causing lots of solid waste mainly plastic and
contaminated plastic waste
The complainant showed the location where the wastes are buried in the main
beach area along the road side in the GP land. Mixed waste was found to be
buried underneath the sand.

As the Jathra was still going on, many temporary shops were established in the
main beach area, Solid wastes were found to be dumped everywhere. At some
places, waste cloths used and thrown by tourists were seen. GP has not kept any
bins for systematic management of the solid waste generated during the Jathra.
Tourists/Piligrims had thrown everything on the roads.

AT places such as main beach and at the place where Sangam Nala joins the sea,
even open defecation was observed. Sangam Nala itself was full of all plastic
bottles and unwanted materials thrown by the tourists or otherwise.

From the observations, it appeared that the GP has failed in providing the basic
sanitation in the area.

Even the Gokarna bus stand area was full of waste plastic bottles and carry bags.
Gokarna Grama Panchayat does not have any UGD system ending in términal
Sewage treatment plant. A Nala (Raja Kaluve) passes in the centre of the town,
sewage and sullage from every house hold and the sewage from the entire village
joins this Nala and ultimately it joins the sea in the main beach area. The Nala is
called Sangam Nala, during high tide, the water from the sea enters this Nala and



Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line

Dell
Line


s full, but, during low tide, as water recedes, all the dumped solid wastes and

15.

liquid waste can be seen in the nala which itself is in very bad shape. As per the
Secretary, GP, Gokarna has around 3234 houses, out of ‘which around 1000
houses are in town area, remaining houses are in the rural area. There are also
many commercial complexes and the hotels big and small in the town area. The
GP has to give details of sewage disposal from these establishments to the Board.
As per the GP, they have provided septic tank and soak pit, but, looking to the
tourist population and commercial activities in the area, the septic tank or soak
pit will not work for hotels and lodges.

Photoes taken during inspection are as enclosed as Annexure

\

Senior Envivonmental Officer,
KSPCB, Zonal office, Mangalore.
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Photos taken during inspection of

Gokarna Grampanchayath
On 23/02/2023
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No. PCB/EO/RO-KWR/IR/2023-24/ Date:

INSPECTION REPORT OF SRI B.K. SANTOSH, ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER,
KARNATAKA STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD, REGIONAL OFFICE, KARWAR.

S | Details Particulars
No.
1 Name of the Unit M/s. Gram Panchayat

Gokarna, Kumta Taluk,
Uttar Kannada-District.

2 Officer Accompanied Dr. Ganapati Hegde- DEO
3 Date of Inspection 02/09/2023
4 Person Contacted Sri. Vinaykumar, PDO, Gram PayathGokarna.
*kkk
Preamble:

Gokarna Gram Panchayat falls under the jurisdicibiKumta Taluk in Uttara Kannada district has a
population of 13,539 and about 3052 families as20drl census and has an area of 1700.14 hectares.

News published “Unregulated tourism pushing Gokaméhe edge” in Deccan Herald news paper on
1/03/2023. Gokarna is administered by a gram payattdespite having a population of about 30,000 and
an average floating population of 5000 to 10,000n’'HIle National Grean Tribunal, Principal Bench,
New Delhi has registered Suo Motu case vide OA284/2023 and issued notice on 20.03.2023. It was
mentioned that, unregulated tourism has turned ak&nown for its prestine beaches, into garbage a
sewage dump yard with medical reports decalringewétom local sources unfit for consumption.
Documents and GPS tagged photograps submitted bhgeoationists show blatant violations in
managing the garbage and sewage generation irengisidhouses as well as the home stays that have
mushroomed in the ‘village’ over the last 10yed\stivists have written to the National Green Trilbln
seeking an urgent intervation to avoid a crisisk&pa is administered by a gram panchayat despite a
population about 30,000 and an average floatingufadipn of 5,000 to 10,000. Tourist foot fall goes
further up in December and January, with no systepiace to bear the pressure. Hence, Board office
directed to this office to inspect the Gokarna GiRamchayat area. This office received email from Sr
Manjunath Pattabhi Shastry on"2Blarch 2023 regarding Water, Air and Solid Wastatesl pollution at
Gokarna and same email received from Board Offine2d” March 2023 with a direction to take

necessary action on compliant points. Gram Panth&@karna area was inspected by this office on



29/03/2023 and based on observations made durisigedtion show cause notice issued to Gram
Panchayat, Gokarna vide no. 18 & 19, dated: 130282nd inspection report, show cause notioce copy,
analysis report forwarded to Board Office vide 88, dated: 29/04/2023. Further, this Office recéive

Office note from SEO, Zonal Office, KSPCB, Mangaluride no. 272, dated: 31/08/2023 and it was
directed to submit latest status report along wghotographs to the Board Office as the matter is
scheduled before Hon’ble NGT on 6/09/2023. Basedlmove direction, Gram Pacnhayat Gokarna area

inspected on 2/09/2023 and following observatiorsewnade;

1. During inspection it was observed that, Gokarnan@raPanchayat (GP) has identified site for
processing solid waste at Forest land bearing syl482/A/1A in their GP limits and sought the
departmental approval, it was learnt that a prelary approval from the Forest Dept. is obtained,
and paid necessary payment towards the land lrisamme is yet to be notified.The place is located
at hillock surrounded by forest area. Now, theyehawnstructed Gl sheet wall around the site for
installation of screeing machine, conveyors, bgilinachine etc for segregation and processing the
waste. PDO, GP-Gokarna informed that, amount sameti for installation of plant and machineries
under blue plack programme from World Bank and thahey will start installation of plant and
machineries at this new site where they have coctelrd Gl sheet barricade. Apartfrom some heaps
of old solid wastes dumps were seen spread aandse iarea, during construction work, they have
cleaned up that area and diverted the dumps I fittther side. Now, all the wastes collectedne o
place and recyclable wastes from the dumps weteotet!.

2. Gram Panchayat has established a solid waste Maneegecentre at its own premises. M/s Omkar
Enterprises in co-ordination with the Grama Panahdyas established wet waste composting
machine in the GP premises for the Management dfwlel waste of around 700-800 Kg/day from
Gokarna town and M/s Omkar Enterprises has letiagagon. At the time of inspection, it was learnt
that, Gram Panchayat itself operating the unit gederating manure from the wet waste. Frhn 1
April 2023 to 31" August GP has generated and stored about 1.5f toramure within the premises.
Apart from they have established a small sheltglade for segregation of waste. On enquiry
authority informed that, the waste collection cantrwas earlier given to a Charitable Trust and GP
himself has now started the waste Management.

3. During inspection it was noticed that, now they énavarted collection of both wet and dry waste
from entire city. However, during inspection accuation of municipal solid wastes on the beach

area, bank of the Raja Kaluve and sangam nala sesssangam place. Entire waste which may



enters the sangam or any nala in city limit finatggnated at Sangam place near sea. Dipostion of
solid waste and plastic bottles noticed this placd collected solid waste noticed near sea shore at
the entrance of the main beach. It was informed PBR-Gokarna to lift the same at the earliest.

. For waste collection, they have two small tippéney have appointed 9 workers for sweeping and
door to door collection including drivers and 9 w®ifor segregation of collected dry waste and
mixed waste and composting of wet waste. Thereoisweighbridge however; GP has 250kg
weighing scale at the site, a bailing machine fegregated plastic waste, cutting machine and
sanitary napkin incinerator of capacity 25 pad ¢leyMixed waste was dumped during previous
inspection within the premises of Grama Panchayat® removed and now workers engagged in
segregation of waste on daily basis. The autherhigve soldout to local vender and it was directed
to handover bailed materials to authorized recyoteto cement plants. Few quantity stored in GP
premises.

. Around 600-700kg/day of dry waste is collectedthiat 200kg/day of waste comes in the form of
mixed waste. Unit has separate shed with composéaitity adjacent to dry waste collection and
segregation shed.

. During inspection not observed burning of solid tean the above newly identified landfill or beach
area as reported earliear. However, they haveds®ome quantity of waste in beach upper corner
collected during cleaing beach area and animalirggaalso noticed in this place. It was dirceted to
transport the waste as and when its generatiomantb store at beach area at any point of time to
avoid entry of waste again into beach and sea adamimal grazing. Gram Panchayat authorities
were informed to spread mass awareness among srepeis, public, poura karmikas regarding
open burning and its consiquencies. Further, inéaito take action against open burning of plastic /
any kind of solid waste.

. There is a pond (pushkarani) by name Kothiteertblariys to Mahabaleshwara Temple and this
pushkarani is being used for Hindu religious atgiftiom ancient time. During these religious risial
devotees generally disposing materials carriechdysooja. Gram Panchayat has placed cement tank
at the entrence of the pond to collect these naserduring inspection PDO informed that, rupees
150 Lakhs tendor has been called for the developmih rejuvenation of this pushkarani under
Jalamruta Scheme in the year 2021-22 and the prags completed. Pushkarni was clean and not
observed dumped solid waste and littering arouradeB on public oral complinat and as per SWEO

direction pushkarni was inspected on 10.07.2023veatdr sample was collected for analysis. Water



sample is falls under Class- ‘C’ (Drinking wateuste after conventional treatment and disinfection)
of the CPCB Water Quality Criteria for designatedtuse.

8. Gokarna Grama Panchayat does not have any UGDnsystding in terminal Sewage treatment
plant. A Nala (Raja Kaluve) passes in the centréheftown, sewage and sullage from few house
hold finally joins this Nala and ultimately it ja@rthe sea in the main beach area. The Nala isdcalle
Sangam Nala, during high tide, the water from th& enters this Nala and its full, but, during low
tide, as water recedes, all the dumped solid wastdsstagnated liquid waste can be seen in the nala
with bad smell. House holds of about 334 numbeiseiag discharging grey water to sangam nala
and during inspection it was observed that in thegama nala there was stagnation of water and this
water may joins the Arabian sea during high tid&part from this discharge of grey water into
sangam nala, littering of solid waste includingspla bottles notice on either side of the sangama
nala. As per the information furnished by the PP, Gokarna has around 3234 houses, out of
which around 1000 houses are in town area, ren@inguses are in the rural area. There are also
many commercial complexes and the hotels big arall smthe town area. As per the GP, they have
provided septic tank and soak pit, but, lookinghe tourist population and commercial activities in
the area, the septic tank or soak pit will not wéok hotels, lodges and resorts. Further, it was
noticed solid wastes debries and plastic bottleg wellected near sangam during rainy season and it
was directed to remove the same to avoid entryAmétoian sea. Further, authorities were informed
to provide gradings at each nala especially at &angala to collect unavoidable solid waste in the
nala. PDO informed that, 140 lakh DPR prepared bwoM Irrigation and Ground Water
Development Department for rejuvenation (Improvemgarks to Gokarna Local Nala) and once
approval works will start.

9. Department of Tourism has provided public toiletility of about 7 numbers, 10 numbers of
bathrooms and 3 urinals for tourist at main beae.arourism Department has provided septic tank
and soak pit for disposal of sewage being generfated these facilities. Apart from this, Gokarna
Gram Panchayat has developed 9 toilet blocks, Hfrd@ms and 2 urinals and are provided with
septic tanks for disposal of sewage water. Gokadmam Panchayat has newly constructed
bathrooms and toilets about 200 meter from therente of main beach and they were opend for
public usage.

10. During inspection, it was noticed that, Gram panahaGokarna has provided one bin for collection
of solid waste being generated in the main beaea however, litering notice around the bin and GP

has dumped collected waste at the uopper portidheobeach. In this regard PDO, Gram Panchayat



has informed to provide more number of collectiaailities in this area along with boards regarding
Management of solid waste. Further, directed tdecbland lift the littered solid wastes in main
beach area and also on both side of the sanghanares.

11.During inspection PDO Gram Panchayat, Gokarna mnéat that, they have conducted awareness
programme on solid waste Management to educat@uhkc regarding segregation of solid waste
through IEC and audio clippings in solid waste ediilon vehicles.

12.During inspection visited Om beach, Kudle beaclaard observed that, all these beaches were
clean.

13.During inspection conducted on 29/03/2023 borewall open well water samples were collected

from following locations within the Gokarna limind remarks provided on the basis of analysis

report.
Sl. | Location of the sample Remark based on analysidtres
No.
1 Water Supply well -Bijjur Sample is conforming tihe standards far
analysed parameters.
2 Open well water sample from SriSample is conforming to the standards |[for

Gajanan Hirebhat, Near Kotitheerthanalysed parameters.

(pushkarni)

3 Hand Bore Well, Melinakeri, Gokarna Sample is fooming to the standards for

analysed parameters.

4 Open well water sample from Sri. Nagar§ample is conforming to the standards |[for

Deshbandhari, Near Main beach, Gokafrenalysed parameters.

15. During inspection borewell, open well water pga and Kotitheertha water samples were
collected from Water Supply well —Bijjur, Open walater sample from Sri. Gajanan Hirebhat, Near
Kotitheertha (pushkarni), Hand Bore Well, Melinak&okarna, Open well water sample from Sri.

Nagaraj Deshbandhari, Near Main beach, Gokarnapammdi (pushkarani) by name Kothiteerth

within the Gokarna limit and sent to Regional Laliory at Dharwad for further analysis.

16. Photos taken during inspection enclosedrasexure-1.

17. Analysis report of the Borewell, Open well afatitheertha (pond) collected on 29/03/2023 are

enclosed asd\nnexure-2



Recommentations:

1.

Gram Panchayat shall collect solid waste from entire Gram Panchayat limit on daily basis. Dry
waste shall segregated and handed over to authorized recyclers. Wet waste shall be composted
scientficially so that, there shall not be any fly or odour nuisance during composting activity.

Gram Panchayat shall prepare detailed project report regarding water consumption, waste water
generation, characterstics of sewage and under ground drainage system with terminal STP. Till
such time Gram Panchayat shall adopt temporary treatment measures like phyto / bioremediation
treatment technology.

. Solid waste dumped in Raja kaluve / drain and solid waste carried during rainy season to Raja

kaluve finally enters Arabian sea. The entry of solid waste to Arabian sea shall be controlled /
stopped by providing gradings in regular intervals at entire Raja kaluve / drain and collected
plastic & other garbages shall be remove and treate regularly.

Taluk Panchayat and Zilla Panchayat shall give necessary directions and Technical expert in the
field environment Management shall be employed for scientific Management of solid waste and
sewage.

. Gokarna is one of the famous tourist place in Uttar Kannada District and there are many home

stays and resorts established in Gokarna city limit and entire Gokarna Gram Panchayat area.
Department of Tourism shall strictly enforce the solid and liquied waste Management in all these
home stays and resorts and conditions may be stipulated while issueing permission to these
homestays.

Gokarna Gram Panchayat shall develop scientific landfill site with adequate man power to comply
with Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 and scientific Management of solid waste and to
maintance asthetic beauty of Gokarna.

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) shall be strictly implemented and not to allow any kind of activity
in the beach area as per CRZ notifications.

Committee shall be constituted under the chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner with members of
all conserned departments to monitor / oversee the action taken on above mentioned issues at
Gokarna.

For the above non-compliances with respect to solid waste Management in the main beach, on -
either side of the sangama nala and as the Gram panchayat not taken any steps towards laying of
under ground drainage and terminal sewage treatment plant, Regional Office, KSPCB, Karwar has
issued Show cause notice to Gram Panchayat, Gokarna and same is here with enclosed.

n'm) _
Environme icer,
KSPCB, , Karwar
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